We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat,
Haudenosaunee, and Anishinabek Nations, and the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation.
This territory was the subject of the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share and

care for the resources around the Great Lakes.
This territory is also covered by the Toronto Purchase, Treaty 13 of 1805, and the Williams
Treaties of 1923. Today, our community is home to many Indigenous people from across
Turtle Island. We gather by these territorial lands and waters to worship, listen, learn, share,
and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Christ the King/Reign of Christ
November 26, 2023

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
HYMN ELW # 430 REJOICE, FOR CHRIST IS KING



Rejoice, for Christ Is King!
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I Re - joice, for Christ is king! Your Lord and king a - dore;
2 Our Sav - ior Je - sus reigns, the God of truth and love;
3 His  king-dom can - not fail; he rules o’er earth and heav'n;
4 He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes sub - mit
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re - joice, give thanks,and sing, and tri-umph ev - er - more:
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat a - bove:
the keys of death and hell are to our Je - sus giv'n:
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Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788, alt. LAUS RFGIS
Music: William E, Fischer, 1849-1936 666688



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him
we inherit the riches of grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.

WORD
EZEKIEL 34:11-16, 20-24
For thus says the Lord God: | myself will search for my sheep, and will seek
them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their
scattered sheep, so | will seek out my sheep. | will rescue them from all the
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. | will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and | will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the
land. | will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they
shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. | myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie down, says the Lord God.
| will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up
the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong | will
destroy. | will feed them with justice.......... Therefore, thus says the Lord God
to them: | myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, | will save my flock,
and they shall no longer be ravaged; and | will judge between sheep and sheep.
| will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them:
he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And |, the Lord, will be their God,
and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 95

Come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving;
And raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
For the you, Lord, are a great God,

and a great ruler above all gods.

In your hand are the caverns of the earth;

the heights of the hills are also yours.

The sea is yours, for you made it,

and your hands have moulded the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.

For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture, and the
sheep of God’s hand.

Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!

EPHESIANS 1:15-23

| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in
my prayers. | pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him,

so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Speak Lord, your servant is listening.

You have the words of everlasting life.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

MATTHEW 25:31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me,
| was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me,

| was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and
gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that
we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them,
“Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left
hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN ELW # 434 JESUS SHALL REIGN
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun

does its successive journeys run,

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.



To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head.
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
with every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim

their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where'er he reigns:
the prisoners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,

and all who suffer want are blest.

Let every creature rise and bring
the highest honors to our King,

angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the

church, the world, and all who are in need.
A Brief Silence..........



Holy God, from Christ we receive our call to feed, clothe, and welcome.
Direct your church to respond to this call with faithfulness and generous love.
We pray for the work of ELCIC World Hunger programs including Canadian
Lutheran World Relief and partnerships with global feeding ministries.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In Christ, the rock of our salvation, we are brought into union with all

of creation. With mountains, seas, dry lands, and animals of the field,

we seek your guidance and protection.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In Christ we know merciful judgment. Guide rulers of every nation in ways of
humble leadership and wise decision-making. Allow aid to come to all who are
underserved and care to any who are neglected. Free any who are oppressed,
expose all corruption, and bring redemption to victims of injustice. Be with all
in the war-torn areas of Gaza and Ukraine that the innocent may not be hurt.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In Christ we feel the depth of your love and care toward us. Connect any who
are isolated and surround all who experience rejection or abuse. We pray for
those who are ill and in recovery especially Ingrid, Tom, Bryan, and all we
remember this day......

Pause

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In Christ we are made the people of his pasture. Inspire our outreach
ministries. We pray for all people who are homeless in Richmond Hill and
suffering from food insecurity. Help us to help and nourish them and let the
spirit of compassion guide the work of shelters and meal and food programs.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, in Christ we are welcomed home. We praise you for the faithful
witness of those who have served you and extended your welcome and love
to us. Unite us with them as one body of Christ.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

May the peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with one another



OFFERING
The offering will now be received and may God bless the gifts of your life.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all you have
created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to
those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and
on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with
your presence.

We pray, Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit.



Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.

We pray, Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us......
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY COMMUNION

you are invited to eat your bread and drink your wine as you hear the words
“the body of Christ given for you” “the blood of Christ shed for you”

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus the Christ strengthen
us and keep us always in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the
bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be
your body in the world and to serve those who are in need; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good,
who makes us alive in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope,
+ bless you now and forever. Amen.



HYMN ELW # 826 THINE THE AMEN

)
———— ' j
O B .
1 Thine the a - men  Thine the praise Al - le -
2 Thine the life e - ter - mnal - ly Thine the
3 Thine the tru - ly Thine the yes Thine the
4 Thine the king - dom  Thine the prize Thine the
5 Thine the glo - ry in the night No more
0
7?% i e — ,{
b . ’ 4 o .
lu - ias an - gels raise Thine the ev - er - last - ing head
prom-ise let there be Thine the vi - sion Thine the tree
ta - ble we the guest Thine the mer - cy all  from  Thee

won - der full sur- prise Thine the ban - quet then  the praise
dy - ing on - ly light Thine the riv - er  Thine the tree

b ———r—

[y S
Thine the break-ing of the bread Thine the glo - ry Thine the
All  the earth on bend-ed knee Gone the nail -ing gone the
Thine the glo -ry yet to be Then the ring-ing and the

Then the jus -tice of Thy ways Thine the %110 - ry Thine the
Then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly Then the o-1ly ho -ly

n 1
I
5 - . e
sto - ry Thine the har - vest then the cup Thine the
rail - ing Gone the plead -ing gone the cry Gone the
sing - ing Then  the end of all the war Thine the
sto - ry Then the wel -come to  the least Then the
ho - ly Cel - e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee Thine the
0 |
o, = ——
vine-yard then the cup is lift - ed up lift-ed  up.
sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was  loss lift-ed high.
liv - ing Thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
won-der  all in - creas - ing at Thy feast at Thy feast.

splen-dor Thine the bright-ness on - ly Thee on-ly Thee.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



