
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, 
Haudenosaunee, and Anishinabek Nations, and the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation.  

This territory was the subject of the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the 
Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share and care for  

the resources around the Great Lakes. 
This territory is also covered by the Toronto Purchase, Treaty 13 of 1805, and the Williams Treaties of 1923.  

Today, our community is home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. We gather  
by these territorial lands and waters to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of  

our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing. 
 

               
 
                 
 
 
 
  
The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration to pray and respond together to the cry of Creation: 
the ecumenical family around the world unites to listen and care for our common home, the Oikos of God.  
The Season “Celebration” begins on 1 September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends 
on 4 October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology be loved by many Christian 
denominations. This year we will unite around the theme, “Let Justice and Peace Flow.”  
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH                                           
Pentecost 14      SEPTEMBER 3, 2023  
WELCOME 
AN INVITATION TO THE SEASON OF CREATION 
https://youtu.be/UgAbavjkTik?si=vQ8Ly-u03fxNPvbR 
 

SEASON OF CREATION THEME SONG: “MIGHTY RIVER” 
https://youtu.be/hKVT_nzxqHM?si=WxZYWmXGVhp5xbjs 
 

DIALOGUE ON ROMANS 12:9-21 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  
love one another with mutual affection;  
outdo one another in showing honour.  
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
 



Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty,  
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.  

Do not repay anyone evil for evil,  
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.   
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;  
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord. 
” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the  
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands through  
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 

EXODUS 3:1-15 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; 
he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then 

Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, 
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the 
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; 
I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 



milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now 
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will 

send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign 
for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God,  
“If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall 
say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses,  
“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors,  
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me  
to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Speak Lord, your servant is listening. 
You have the words of everlasting life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
MATTHEW 16:21-28 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must 
never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 
it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 
Or what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come 



with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for 
what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

SONG:  “WHERE JUSTICE FLOWS DOWN” 
https://youtu.be/BKhBob1tHT8?si=-kOnEsKprf1Y8Pye 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE EARTH   
https://youtu.be/F_gYWVkp_pU?si=4EUaBabFPZYJMwWf 
 

PRAYERS    
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 
creation, and the needs of our neighbours.  
A brief silence 
Merciful God…….. receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the  
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through  
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE and OFFERING 
The peace of God be with you all. 
In God’s justice is our peace. 

Brothers and sisters, 



Christ calls us to live in unity with each other and with the whole of Creation.  
We seek to live in the Spirit of Christ. 
 

The offering will now be received and may God bless the gifts of our life. 
 

MEAL 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to  
the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved,  
Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you saying:  
Your mercy endures forever. 

Your mercy endures forever. 
By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 
granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 
the colours of your love and faithfulness. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, 
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 
and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
showing them steadfast love in every generation 
and calling them to be a light to the nations. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, 
grafting us into the living Vine, 
and calling us to bear fruit of your self-giving love. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember his life laid down and lifted up 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless us to be a blessing. 
Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 
Send us to tend and cherish the earth  
and to serve the world with mercy and love. 
Renew the world with your mercy, your healing,  
your justice, and your peace. 
With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 
in your Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us…… 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 



HOLY COMMUNION 
Please come forward to the communion rail, receive the bread in your hand from  

the pastor and the wine in an individual glass from the assisting minister.  
Place your communion cup in the basket provided. 

 

TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus the Christ strengthen 
us and keep us always in his grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word,  
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and  
all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
May you never feel alone in the struggle for justice and peace. 
May you know the support of family, friends 
and people who feel as passionately about the world as you do. 
May you feel a part of the great cloud of witnesses who, 
through the ages, 
did God’s work and prayed for the coming of the Kingdom. 
May you never feel alone. 
And if you do, may you carry in your heart 
The words of Jesus, who told his friends: 
“I am with you always.” 
 

SONG:  “WHERE JUSTICE FLOWS DOWN” 
https://youtu.be/BKhBob1tHT8?si=-kOnEsKprf1Y8Pye 
    

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 


